
 
March 11, 2020 
 
Dear Gahanna-Jefferson parents, families and caregivers, 
 
Keeping our students, teachers and staff safe, and assuring our schools are clean, 
disinfected and healthy, is always our priority. As you may be aware, yesterday Ohio 
Governor Mike DeWine held a news conference to update the state’s response to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. The announcement included comments from Dr. 
Amy Acton, Director of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH).  
 
Of interest to our parents and families are recommendations from the Governor and 
ODH regarding the state’s K-12 schools. Specifically, Governor DeWine said that at this 
time, it is appropriate for school districts to remain open and operational. He did advise 
districts to plan for the possibility of a future recommendation to close schools and the 
potential need for remote/distance learning solutions. The Gahanna-Jefferson Public 
Schools is currently working on a remote/distance learning plan if the need arises. 
 
In addition, Governor DeWine and Dr. Acton indicated that the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association (OHSAA), will be limiting spectators at upcoming indoor state 
contests. Details will be shared by OHSAA as they become available. 

At this time, and with this advice from public health experts, we believe it is in the best 
interest of our students, staff and families to remain open for learning. We are closely 
monitoring updates about this situation from government, healthcare and public health 
experts, and are in frequent contact with the Franklin County Health Department. 

It is important to know that this situation is rapidly changing, and we recognize that the 
day-to-day evolution and any new information about COVID-19 may change our 
decision. Even as we remain open, we are also preparing for the possibility of 
temporary closure and remote/distance instruction of students. We are evaluating 
available technology, considering curriculum options and coordinating with the greater 
school community to provide the best learning plan for our students 

 

 



 

 

We strongly encourage you to prepare as well for the possibility of future school closure. 
Please review your ability to arrange for in-home learning and identify any childcare 
arrangements that may be necessary. 

We have put a number of additional measures in place to elevate our cleaning and 
sanitation protocols, including a focused effort on high-touch areas and surfaces 
throughout our buildings. Last week we sent a letter to all families with more information 
on the district’s response to COVID 19 that you may find helpful. 

As always, the most important preventative measures we can take are in our own 
homes. Please practice appropriate health and safety measures in your homes, working 
with us to teach children proper hand-washing habits, washing our hands for at least 20 
seconds with soap and warm water.  

Even as this situation evolves, our district leaders and teaching staff are working hard to 
educate your children and to minimize disruption in our classrooms. However, it is 
important for you to know we will be precautious and act quickly when situations arise 
that may cause us to close school.  

Today, as a strictly precautionary measure, we have closed Goshen Lane Elementary 
for Wednesday, March 11, 2020, for deep cleaning. Below you will see a letter that 
Goshen Lane families received early this morning explaining our decision to close their 
school today. It is important to note that the parent mentioned below has no children in 
any other Gahanna-Jefferson school and does not impact any other school events at 
this time. 

 

Dear Goshen Lane families and staff, 

At the PTO meeting in the library at Goshen Lane Elementary on Tuesday 
evening, a parent stated to the group that her husband had been exposed to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19).  After being made aware of this comment, we moved 
quickly, recognizing the concern this type of information creates.  We spoke with 
this parent and she retracted her statement, saying her comment was a mistake, 
and that no one in her family had been exposed to the virus.  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JhSWBXpEawchb9T6rF021JhAA7ZNsEvp


 

 

 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have made the decision to close Goshen 
Lane Elementary today, Wednesday, March 11, 2020, so we can complete a 
deep clean of the building with plans to resume school on Thursday.  All other 
Gahanna-Jefferson schools will remain open.  We also plan to follow up with 
the Franklin County Public Health Department.  The health and safety of our 
students and staff remain our top priority.  

This is a challenging time for school districts, and we appreciate your patience.  

Thank you 

 

We take our responsibility to keep our students and staff safe very seriously and assure 
you that we will continue to monitor COVID-19 with health officials, implement planned 
safety protocols, and provide updates to our families.  

Sincerely, 
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 
 

For more information about COVID-19, please click on the links below:  
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Summary (CDC)  
About Coronavirus Disease 2019 (CDC)  
Get Your Household Ready for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (CDC)  
COVID-19 Information (Ohio Department of Health) 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Franklin County Public Health (FCPH) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fget-your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus
https://myfcph.org/covid-19/

